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Make Bunny Rabbit Complete With Eggs and a Carrot
 
I watched a demonstration by Alan 
Carter of his split-bowl technique in 
2014 at the Totally Turning 
Symposium. While watching, I 
realized that I could turn his split bowl 
and invert it from his usual 
orientation, add a head, ears, and a 
tail, and I would have a bunny rabbit. I 
did this and added a turned carrot and 
some Easter eggs colored with color felt 
pens. The result is shown in photo 1. 
The rabbit is done with cherry wood, 
the eggs from beech, and the carrot 
from cherry with acrylic green paint. 
Any hardwood could be used for the 
rabbit. 
 

 
Photo 1 
 
The technique to form the body 
follows Alan Carter’s technique very 
closely. By searching Youtube, you can 
follow a demonstration by Alan. The 
bunny rabbit is constructed from ¾”-
thick cherry about 6.5” in diameter. 
This will form a shallow bowl which 
will be cut in half and glued back 
together as a nearly closed vessel. Since 
you are starting with ¾” blank, there is 
not enough wood to form a holding 

tenon or recess and still have enough 
wood left after turning. Alan uses a 
waste block to hold the wood in order 
to maximize the wood left after 
turning. In this case the wood is held 
onto the waste block with double- 
sided tape. By using the tailstock for 
support and carefully limiting the 
forces on the turning wood, you can 
get by with just the tape. Photo 2 
shows the waste block on the wood 
that will form the body. 
 

 
Photo 2 
 
The outside of the rabbit body (bottom 
of the bowl) is toward the headstock. 
The inside of the rabbit (inside of the 
bowl) is toward and supported by the 
tailstock. This is shown in photo 3, 
which also shows a bowl gouge being 
used to shear-scrape the outside of the 
rabbit body. The cut is from the 
headstock out toward the outside 
diameter so you are always cutting 
supported wood fibers. There is very 
little turning, just enough to flatten 
the outside and curve the outer 
diameter. The outer edge of the bowl 
should be parallel to the bed of the 
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lathe so that when you glue the two 
halves of the bowl together, it will not 
have a ridge but rather a smooth curve 
along what becomes the back of the 
rabbit. Finish sand those areas of the 
outside of the bowl that you can reach 
while it is still mounted on the waste 
block. 
 

 
Photo 3 
 

 
Photo 4 
 
Photo 4 shows how the inside of the 
bowl is turned. The rim needs to be 
thick enough to glue supports for the 
head and tail. Here the rim is about ½” 
thick. The thickness of the bowl’s wall 
is about 3/8”. It could be thinner but 
since this will be a closed vessel, there 
is no need to thin further. The only 
reason for thinning the bowl is to 
make the rabbit lighter. The tailstock is 

left in place while you turn the inside 
of the bowl using a bowl gouge. The 
small area where the tailstock was can 
be removed by taking small cuts on 
this center area. When you do this, 
there is no tailstock support and only 
the double-sided tape provides the 
support to hold the wood on the lathe.  
The rim has to be flat since it will be 
glued together after the bowl is cut in 
half. Photo 5 shows a piece of MDF 
with 150-grit sandpaper glued to it and 
used to flatten the rim. After doing 
that, the outside of the bowl where the 
waste block was, has to be finished. 
Photo 6 shows Cole jaws being used to 
hold the bowl and center it. You only 
have to make light cuts to clean up the 
center area and smooth the transition 
from the center to the outer rim. This 
can be done with a shear-scraping cut 
with a bowl gouge on its edge. Again 
you cut from the center outward to 
always have supported wood fibers. 
Sand the portion of the bowl that is 
accessible. 
 

 
Photo 5 
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Photo 6 
 
Before removing the bowl from the 
Cole jaws, use the pin in the tailstock 
live center to mark the center of the 
bowl. After removing the bowl from 
the lathe, use a flexible plastic ruler to 
mark a cut line across the bowl, passing 
through the center point. This line 
should follow the grain direction. This 
will allow you to match the grain 
better after gluing and give a more 
pleasing final appearance to the rabbit. 
Photo 7 shows the bowl after being cut 
in half and held together as it will be 
glued. The two halves are held together 
with tape while the bottom (the open 
side) is sanded flat. This must be flat to 
properly be glued to a flat piece of 
wood to form the bottom of the rabbit 
body. I used 3/16”-thick cherry to form 
the bottom. Photo 8 shows the rabbit 
body inverted over the thin strip of 
cherry where the body outline is being 
transferred onto the thin strip of 
cherry. This then can be cut with a 
bandsaw or coping saw. Stay just clear 
of the marked edge and do the final 
sanding to match the edges after 
gluing. 

 
Photo 7 
 

 
Photo 8 
 
The head is constructed from a 2”-
diameter and ¾”-thick piece of wood (I 
used cherry to match the body). The 
head is mounted on the same waste 
block used for the body and held in 
place with double-sided tape. Photo 9 
shows the tailstock supporting the 
wood. The cup center of the tailstock 
with the center pin removed is 
pushing against some thick plastic to 
provide support without marring the 
wood. Since we will be using the full 
¾” thickness, you don’t want to mar 
the surface with the cup center. The 
wood is mounted as face grain so you 
will be turning this from the center 
outward, just like the body was. Photo 
9 also shows how part of the waste 
block has been turned down to gain 
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access to the headstock side of the 
head. Mark the center of the ¾”-thick 
circle and turn from an inner radius 
outward toward the pencil line on the 
center. While the tailstock provides 
support, you can turn a small portion 
of the side between the waste block 
and the center of the head. Since this 
will remove part of the double-sided 
tape, go only a short distance. The 
force of the cut will try to separate the 
wood from the waste block, so you 
must go slowly. To form the head, you 
only have to round over the edge and 
provide a taper from the center to the 
edge. The thickest part of the head will 
be ¾”.  After rounding over the center 
edge of the head (again shear-scrape 
from the center toward the outer 
edge), you can remove the tailstock 
support. Photo 10 shows the final 
shear-scraping of one side of the head. 
This also must be done carefully since 
there is only a small amount of tape 
holding the head to the waste block. 
Before removing the head from the 
waste block, drill a 1/8” hole about 
3/8” into the head in order to be able 
to glue the head to the body with a 
1/8” brass rod. You can determine 
where to drill by lining up the grain on 
the head with the body. The grain on 
the body is horizontal, so you want the 
head to have its grain horizontal after 
it is glued to the body. Sand those areas 
of the head that are accessible before 
removing the head from the waste 
block. 

 
Photo 9 
 

 
Photo 10 
 
Photo 11 shows the head removed 
from the waste block with the tape still 
showing and the waste block in place. 
Now recess the waste block to form a 
jam chuck for the other side of the 
head (the unfinished side which had 
the tape on it). The recess should be 
just over half the thickness of the head 
and hold the head firmly in place. 
Before putting the head in place, make 
sure you drill a hole all the way 
through the waste block (photo 12). 
This will be used to push a dowel 
through to remove the head if it is a 
tight fit. Photo 13 shows the back side 
of the head being shear-scraped to 
clean up this side and taper it toward 
the outer diameter. Sand this side 
before removing it from the lathe. 
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The ears, tail, and feet remain to be 
turned. These are all examples of 
spindle turning. The ears are 1.5” long 
and just over ½” thick. The tail is 
approximately a ¾” sphere. The feet 
are cheap beads obtained from a hobby 
store with a 1/8” hole drilled through 
them. All these will be glued onto the 
body using lengths of 1/8” solid brass 
rod obtained from one of the big box 
hardware stores. I cut these to about 
¾” lengths to hold the appendages in 
place. Photo 14 shows a piece of cherry 
turned to just over 1/2” diameter and 
being drilled with a 1/8” drill. Photo 15 
shows the ear after being shaped and 
sanded and waiting to be parted off. I 
use a detail gouge for spindle turnings 
because it leaves a smooth surface like 
a skew. The tail and feet (if you chose 
to turn them) are all done similarly. 
 

 
Photo 11 
 
 

 
Photo 12 
 

 
Photo 13 
 

 
Photo 14 
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Photo 15 
 
To assemble the bunny, the base is 
glued to the body and after it dries, the 
edges are sanded to match. You need 
to drill 1/8” holes in the body for the 
brass rod. Photo 16 shows the head, 
held in a vise, being drilled for one of 
the ears. Photo 17 shows the 
placement of the head against the 
body to get a match of the grain. Holes 
are drilled in the body for the head, 
tail, and feet. At this point it is easier to 
apply finish to all the parts before final 
assembly. The appendages are glued to 
the brass rods and provide a means to 
hold the appendages while I applied 
several coats of Spar urethane varnish. 
The appendages are then glued to the 
main body. The assembled bunny 
rabbit is shown in photo 18.  
 

 
Photo 16 

 

 
Photo 17 
 

 
Photo 18 
 
~Dave Buchholz 
Keeseville, NY 
dave@buchholzfamily.us 
 
Dave Buchholz is a retired physicist 
living in the Adirondacks of New York 
State. He turns mostly local domestic 
woods in a variety of forms and styles 
with many types of embellishments. 
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